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PROPOSED REVISION:


This proposal clarifies the coding requirements when an arithmetic expression that starts with a unary operator follows an identifier or another arithmetic expression. 





JUSTIFICATION:


See reference 2. 





COMPATIBILITY:


This proposal is compatible with ANSI X3.23-1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a-1989 and ANSI X3.23b-1993.





DISCUSSION: 


During the discussion at meeting 221, it was decided that a clarification is necessary. The author was instructed to write a proposal.





PROPOSED CHANGES: 


1. On page 125, 8.8.1.1 Expressions, Rule 4, add the following after the first paragraph:


"NOTE	For example, when '1' and '+2' are used as subscripts for a two-dimensional table-element A, it shall be coded as A (1 (+2))."





2. On page 703, C.2.4.2, Table Handling, add the following at the end as a new paragraph:


"Using an arithmetic expression that starts with a unary operator and follows an identifier is illustrated by the following:





	DOG (BAKER-INDEX, (-3 + XCOUNTER))





Omitting the inner pair of parentheses will be interpreted as 


	'BAKER-INDEX -3 + XCOUNTER'


which probably will cause three syntax errors, because 


- the space is missing before the '+';


- only one subscript is coded where two subscripts are necessary;


- an index-name is used in an arithmetic expression."
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